Idea and Scope of a Miracle.               g

Miracle even more astonishing than it was to the Jews;
the laws of nature being at the present day better
understood than formerly, and the fables concerning
magical power being no longer credited.   On the other
hand, stilling the wind and waves with a word may by all
but eye-witnesses be set down to accident or exaggera-
tion without the possibility of a full confutation ; yet
to eye-witnesses it would carry with it an overpower-
ing evidence of supernatural agency by the voice and
manner that accompanied the command, the violence
of the wind at the moment, the instantaneous effect
produced, and other circumstances, the force of which
a narrative cannot fully convey.   The same remark
applies to the Miracle of changing water into wine, to
the cure of demoniacal possessions, and of diesases
generally.    From a variety of causes, then, it happens
that Miracles which produced a rational conviction at
the time when they took place, have ever since proved
rather an objection to Revelation than an evidence for
it, and have depended on the rest for support; while
others, which once were of a dubious and perplexing
character, have in succeeding ages come forward in
its defence.    It is by a process similar to this that the
anomalous nature of the Mosaic polity, which might
once be an obstacle to its reception, is now justly
alleged in proof of the very Miracles by which it was
then supported.0   It is important to keep this remark
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